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AECO®

This iIs AECO

AECO®

2003 — 2023

Dedicated to ensuring that Arctic expedition cruise
tourism adds value to AECQO's geographical area,
while prioritizing concerns for the natural
environment, cultural preservation, local
communities, and safe operations both at sea and

on land.
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* Explorer format

* Flexible itineraries
* Independence of infrastructure
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AECO’s Pillars
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Guidelines F

Part of AECQO’s backbone is our more than 50
mandatory guidelines, that our members have
agreed to follow, to ensure that operations are in
accordance with our objectives.

Arctic Cultural
Remains Guidelines

Below is an guidelines animation aimed at guests
visiting the Arctic:

Asseciation ol |
Arctic Expedition Cruise A[ c 0 @
(perators







AECO®

20 + years ago
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» Initiated by the expedition cruise
industry

» Cooperation with the Governor of
Svalbard

* Local partners — Cleanup Svalbard
Forum
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o 2018

*  Received NOK 3.6 million (USD 340,000)

« Significantly reduce single-use plastics
pl——— NORWEGIAN
« Enhance cleanup efforts t n ENVIRONMENT
. AGENCY
« Educate and motivate passengers, staff and crew T

SEALBARD ENVIRONMENTAL
FROTECTION FLNEG

Norwegian Retailers' \ B M A RFO
S Environment Fund , Norwegian Centre

« Share knowledge and best practices

against Marine Litter
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JO 2018 2020 20222023

* Nearly all have made efforts to reduce

Eliminate plastic straws
and stirrers

Or replaced with paper straws, metal
Spoons or bamboo mixers.

*  Opportunity to learn from each other

» Clean Seas Assessments and best practices

Reusable water bottles
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I Replace single-use plastic water bottles

I with reusable botties that guest, staff,
oand crew can refill on board, A water
filtration system can be installed to help

I improve the taste of the water.
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Re-fillable condiment
containers -

Replace individually wrapped
condiment and sait and pepper
packets. Or opt for recyclable
packaging if bulk is not available.
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Clean Seas Guidelines
for Visitors to the Arctic

COUCR YOUr DX foctorns

Clean up Svalbard
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Clean Seas
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Clean Seas Toolkit for
Guides

1. Presentation materials

How to contribute

Region specific

Arctic context

Global overview
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) 2023

Tubes for plastic foil @ Strapping bands

Wihere decs the Buer come from? Lunbes, sowet b s
¢ redinlyscl ol 402 Jecuarg en Tiang Where does the Iitter come from?
po50 5 dThom Coh) 0ol i ot der es i ndud g enlshng ik

sny b

Clean Seas Toolkit for I ol
Guides Rt

1. Presentation materials
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Marine litter ID Cards

\ \What are the possibie negatve effects oo wildlife?
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3. Engagement ideas
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Citizen science projects




Clean Seas Toolkit for
Guides

3. Engagement ideas

CHALLENGE
ACCEPTED!




Clean Seas Toolkit for
Guides

4. Citizen science projects
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« Partnership with the Blue Army and Géara

« ldentify potential location and obtaining permission from
Landowners and Port Masters

« Community engagement opportunity
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Qutcomes

Recommendations for policymakers Involvement in research - Malinor Involvement in research - SALT
Workshop report, which was published Akvaplan-niva-led project to map marine Analysis of the origin, composition and
by the Harvard Kennedy School Belfer litter in the Norwegian and Russian distribution of marine waste

Center featured the Clean Seas project Arctic Seas

%olu nd Action
on Plastic in the '«
Arctic Ocean B
October 2019 '

Workshgp Sum &
Recommendations

David Balton

Arctic cruise tourists assist plastic
scientists

Brittany Jarus

7 sugust 2013
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Conclusion

* 20+ years of successful cleanup activities involving thousands of
passengers \
* Published several education materials and developing more

* Plans to continue and expand efforts to combat marine litter
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AECO®
Project activity timeline

Winter Spring Summer Fall
2022/2023 2023 2023 2023

Overview of coastal areas that need cleaning and obtain permissions
Outreach with project partners

Determine which AECO members want to participate

Ask operators which areas they want to clean

Review operators’ requests for areas to clean and assign operators with areas
Kickoff Event in Iceland

Cleanup event post Kickoff Event with The Blue Army
Develop a toolkit for operators and ELs for cleanups that are near community coastal

areas

Send shoreline specific cleanup information to operators

Virtual meeting for all participants
Cleanups take place!

Cleanups are reported to AECO

Gather feedback from operators and local representatives
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Areas of
Improvement
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Learnings from 2023

Planning and permissions
Connecting to more local cleanup entities

Desire for “ad hoc” cleanups
Community cleanups

Waste disposal
Work on better solutions

Look into partnerships
Connecting to research

27.11.2023 36

Reporting

Excel document to AECO and Governor
Rent Hav webpage, PVR
Post season survey. OSPAR.




L et’s connect

aeco@aeco.no
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